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Ariel R. King, MPH, MBA PhD
P.O. Box 101868
Arlington, VA 22210
Dear Dr. King,

We are in receipt of your letter datl-d March 6 _013 . Thank you very much for bringing to our attention
your concerns regarding. Ariana-Leilani 's medical treatment at MedStar Georgetown University Hospital.
We consistently strive to provide. our patients with the best care possible and in order to ensure that all of
your concerns are addressed. I have personally conducted a thorough investigation of her treatment and
would like to respond to the concerns you have raised.
The first concern mentioned in your letter was the failure to treat Ariana for her diagnosis of Chronic
Neutropenia at the Lombardi Children 's Cancer Center with approved medication, specifically Neupogen.
I have conducted several interviews with Ariana' s treating physicians as well as reviewed her outpatient
medical record for the past eight months. Ariana' s records indicate that she is clinically doing very well,
thriving and growing normally. Ariana' s recent BMI was at the 60 th percentile and her ANC (absolute
neutrophil count) was 1700. With no clinical signs of disease and given Ariana's excellent clinical status,
the consensus opinion is that ongoing Neupogen treatment is not required . She is being seen regularly by
her care team and receiving neupogen on an as needed basis.
The second issue you addressed was concern for the misprescribing of the controlled substance, Concerta,
at the Outpatient Pediatric WelI Child Clinic. It was agreed by Ariana's providers that a trial of an ADHD
medication would be prudent given that Ariana had exhibited some behaviors that were consistent with
the diagnosis. Subsequently, it was noted in Ariana's medical record that there had been an overall
subjective performance improvement since starting Concerta. Specifically it was felt that she had an
improvement in her overall level of concentration in school. In reviewing her outpatient medical record, I
found the prescribing of Concerta to be appropriate. A prescription was written on a monthly basis on the
folIowing dates: 7/24112, 8/23/12,9/26112,10119112,11/20/12,12/19/12 (12/20/12), 1122/13,2/19/13
3/21/13. On 12119/12, there was a phone request to print and pick up a script for Concerta:Jt.,..is- ncertain
whether this script was picked up at the clinic). Another script was sent electr~nf2/20/12 which
then filIed. It appears as though this was most likely a clerical error F-a"work flow issue rather than
purpo
overprescribing.
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Thank you, once again, Dr King for bringing your concerns regarding Ariana's treatment to our attention.
As previously stated, it is our mission at MedStar Georgetown University Hospital to provide the highest
quality medical care possible. Based on our findings, I do believe all of the care Ariana has received is
clinically appropriate.
Please feel free to contact me directly with any other concerns.

Sincerely,

d~~Q

Lisa M. Boyle, MD, FACS
Vice President of Medical Affairs and Chief Medical Officer
MedStar Georgetown University Hospital

cc: Dr. Richard Goldberg, Dr. Stephan Evans, Mr. Kenneth Samet
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